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SOCCER, SPORTS STADIUM AT PERTH OVAL 

825. Mr A.D. MARSHALL to the Minister for Sport and Recreation: 

I refer the minister to his answer to a question in this place regarding government support for soccer in Western 
Australia.  In his answer, the minister mentioned Perth Glory three times, Nick Tana twice and even Mrs Tana.  
However, he made no mention of support for the governing soccer body in Western Australia or the 30 000 
members and many more supporters that it represents.   

(1) Will the minister confirm that despite his promise that the new sports stadium at Perth Oval will be 
available for use by a number of sports, the Soccer Administration of Western Australia will not have a 
permanent home at the stadium?   

(2) It the minister aware that the Town of Vincent has written to the Soccer Administration of Western 
Australia advising that unless it comes up with more than $170 000, there will not be even a temporary 
facility for soccer in the new stadium?  

(3) Why has not one cent of the nearly $7 million in taxpayers’ funds committed to the new sports stadium 
been used to assist the Soccer Administration of Western Australia to establish a permanent presence at 
the stadium?   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER replied: 
(1)-(3) I thank the member for some notice of this question.  The member recounted how many times I referred 

to Perth Glory, Nick Tana and his wife Eleanor, whom I mentioned once in positive terms.  I also 
referred to David Rodwell - if I did not, I should have.  Frankly, they have done more for soccer in 
Western Australia than probably anyone else in the history of soccer in Western Australia.  They have 
established the phenomenon in soccer called Perth Glory, which is so far ahead of every other club in 
the national competition with regard to its organisational structure, its powerful support base, the shed 
supporters and so on that it is not funny.  Although the crowd attendance is a little down this year, the 
average crowds that Perth Glory draws are between 10 000 and 15 000 a week.  That is outstanding.  
Those figures compare favourably with some of the premiership sides in England, which is amazing.  
Crowd attendance at Perth Glory is greater than the aggregate for the rest of the national soccer 
competition in some weeks.  While 15 000 people attend a Perth Glory match, some 5 000 or 6 000 
people might attend the rest of the entire competition.   

I have sought to avoid being drawn into the difficult, bitter, vicious, internecine warfare that typifies 
soccer at the rest of the national level and state level below Perth Glory.  One of the great success 
stories that Nick Tana has managed to pull off is to rise above that.  People may or may not like him.  
However, they cannot get away from the fact that he has risen above the internecine battling that has 
bedevilled soccer Australia wide and in Western Australia forever.  It is still going on now.  People in 
Western Australia are holding back the progress of the national league.   

Labor gave a commitment, when in opposition, that it would contribute up to $10 million to the 
development of a rectangular stadium for soccer, rugby union, lacrosse and any other sport that wanted 
to make the most of it.  The reality is that if it were not for Perth Glory, there would be no need to do it.  
For the major international rugby union events, which are spectacular and wonderful, Subiaco Oval is 
the only venue, because those events pack in 40 000 people.  A 10 000-seat stadium is not needed; a 
40 000-seat stadium is needed.  For the interstate and club rugby union and rugby league matches, Perry 
Lakes, with a capacity of 3 000, 4 000 or 5 000, is sufficient.  So far, only one element justifies the 
creation of this stadium, and that is Perth Glory.   

The Government is working overtime to try to get the Super 12 competition expanded to a Super 14 
competition, with one of the rugby union teams established in Perth.  For that purpose I went to South 
Africa, spoke to rugby officials there and got their support.  I have also spoken with the Australian 
Rugby Union.  However, it would be ridiculous for the Government to not admit that at this stage the 
Perth stadium development will predominantly be for the benefit of Perth Glory and all the soccer 
supporters in Western Australia who flock to its games.  Soccer is the greatest game on earth, with all 
due respect to Australian Rules.  It is the world game.  When people see soccer played at the supreme 
level, nothing comes near it for sublime skills. 

There are many divisions in soccer.  The Department of Sport and Recreation, under my direction, has 
been working consistently and at great length to draw together all the disparate factions in the soccer 
community in Western Australia to get them to agree to the establishment of an independent 
commission, similar to the West Australian Football Commission.  We have got close to agreement a 
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couple of times, but then one or other of the parties has withdrawn for various reasons.  Back in the 
1980s, the Burke Government offered a large amount of money as an incentive for soccer to come 
together, and it declined the offer.  Soccer gets no funding from the State Government in Western 
Australia - none - because there is no supreme body to which to give the money.  The people concerned 
cannot bring themselves to join together and form an organisation to which the Government can provide 
funds that they can then disperse. 

With the Perth Oval development, the Government has offered the old caretaker’s premises at Perth 
Oval.  My understanding at one stage was that everybody agreed that they should take it.  That 
agreement may have fallen down because of internecine battles.  It is not up to the State Government to 
resolve the issues of the soccer community.  I have said to the soccer community in meetings face to 
face that it should get its act together because, if it does, it will get funding and support.  However, I 
will not solve its problems for it.  I will not thrust my arm into a barrel full of snakes and say, “Here, 
bite this, kids.”  It should sort out its own problems, and then come to the Government and tell it that it 
has resolved those problems. 

It is getting close to the point at which I will set the soccer community a deadline.  I will say to the 
community that if it has not sorted out its problems within a month, it can forget it.  That may be the 
only way to bring this matter to a head, because it has been dragging on for years.  Guess what those 
opposite, when in government, did about it?  Absolutely nothing.  They showed hopeless ineptitude; 
they were pathetic.  How much did they provide for a soccer stadium development when they were in 
government?  Nothing.  It was too difficult, and they could not do it.  This Government has done a great 
job for sport and recreation in Western Australia.  The job is not over yet. 

Mr R.N. Sweetman:  This is the mercy rule. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  That is my line. 

The SPEAKER:  Question time is now over.  I am sure the Minister for Sport and Recreation meant to say that 
the only skills better than those of Perth Glory are those of the West Coast Eagles and the Fremantle Dockers.  
 


